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Singing Round the Christmas Tree 
 

 

 

Why not take a break from the hectic run up to Christmas and come and join us for 

an hour or so for a traditional pre-Christmas celebration with fellow villagers.  This 
year our Christmas celebrations will take place on Wednesday 17th December at 

7.00 pm.   
 

We will be singing by the Village Christmas Tree in the Memorial Gardens with music 
provided by John Phillips.  Afterwards refreshments will be provided by the Parish 

Council in the Midland Hotel.   
 

Once again the children of Holy Trinity School have done the village proud, busy working to produce the fantastic 

decoration behind the tree.  Our thanks go to all the staff and children at Holy Trinity School.   
 

Litter! 
 

At a recent meeting of the Parish Council’s Environment and Conservation Committee, high on the 

agenda was a consultation by Derbyshire Dale District Council, responsible for street cleaning and 
litter bin provision.  There was a proposal to remove about half the bins in the village – not the 

bins on The Parades but the other bins scattered around the village – mostly on other parts of the 
A6 and Holme Road. The Committee considered all the individual proposals carefully and noted 

that some of the bins proposed for removal had long since disappeared, probably through 
damage, and never been replaced. In our response to the District Council we commended them 

on keeping The Parades generally very clean. However, rather than removing bins from other 

parts of the village, it was felt that we needed more as the litter situation leaves a lot to be   

desired.  We also made radical proposals about the litter bin provision on The Parades which should include recycling.  

These proposals will also involve the County Council – the highways authority.   We would now welcome the views of 
the residents of the village.  We are aware that there are areas of the village that are overgrown and where litter 

gathers.  Being a tourist area with many fast food outlets, the disposal of litter is always going to be an issue but it is 

something the Parish Council would like to help address.  With the cut back in services (see Councillor Garry Purdy’s 
article) we have to find the most cost effective ways of dealing with the problem.  It would be so easy for our wonderful 

natural landscape and wildlife to be ruined by the plague that litter can become.  We must not let this happen and with 
your help and support the Parish Council will fight to ensure our section of the Derwent Valley is kept as litter free as 

possible.  Is litter a problem where you live?  What are the causes?  Do you need more bins?  Are the bins serviced 

properly?  As with all issues, please let the Clerk know your thoughts – tell us the problems and also some suggested 
solutions please. 
 

On Going Matters …. 
 

 

 

 

Remember this from the last Newsletter?  Thanks to everyone who has done their bit to 
remedy the situation.  Unfortunately, there are still problems in some parts of the village.  

Can we please ask that before the spring growth starts and matters deteriorate, you check 

your boundaries and ensure that all footpaths and pavements around your property are clear 
of your overhanging trees and vegetation.  This small thing means so much to those who use 

these paths and pavements.  Politely remind your neighbours if their overhanging trees and 
vegetation causes a problem. 

 

We are pleased to report that through our lobbying, resulting from your representations, DCC agreed to make much 

needed repairs to the surface of West Bank – between Orchard Road and Upperwood Road.  We are now working on a 
scheme to keep as many of the footpaths as possible clear of leaves and moss which are a danger on steps and steep 

sections.  This of course applies to most of the paths in our village. 



Pro Loco Photography Competition 2014 
 

This year saw the 5th Parish Council Pro Loco Photography Competition.  A record number of over 145 photographs 
were submitted during the course of the year showcasing some stunning views of our lovely village.  Each year we 

never cease to be amazed at the diversity and quality of the photographs entered into the competition.  This year was 

no exception with scenic beauty of the village – both natural and manmade – inspiring both visitors and residents to be 
creative with their camera.  Photographers are becoming more creative with what they have seen through the lens – 

all perfectly acceptable within the rules of the competition.  This year, however, saw a drop in entries from local 
residents especially from the younger age group. 
 

 
 

1st Prize – Simon Beynon 

 

 
 

3rd Prize – David Smith 

 
 

 
 

Best Picture of Sir Richard Arkwright’s 
Masson Mills - Peter Keeble 

 
Other Specialist prizes were awarded 

in the “Best Picture of …” categories 

as follows:  
 

The Pavilion by John Taylor  
The Illuminations by Pauline Dawson 

Holy Trinity Church – Dan Sellers 

Wildlife – Natasha Hunt 
 
 
 

The Parish Council could not run this competition without the support from its 

sponsors.  Our thanks go to our main sponsor of the competition, The Heights 
of Abraham and also Sir Richard Arkwright Masson Mills, Derbyshire Dales 

District Council, Holy Trinity Church, Derbyshire Wildlife and the Grand 

Pavilion who sponsor prizes in the “Best Picture of ….” Categories.  
 

Special thanks also go to Robert Morris for all his help with the competition. 
 

All photographs submitted this year 
and in previous years together with all 

the winning pictures can be found on 
the Parish Council ‘s website - 

www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

 
 

Best Villager – Jon Hollands 

 
 
 

Winners are chosen by both on line 

voting and visitors coming into the 
exhibition in the Pump Room to choose 

their favourites. 

 
A record number of visitors cast their 

votes. 
 

Don’t forget whilst you are out and 

about during the winter months to 
take your camera with you! 

 
 

The 2015 Photography Competition 

will be launched in the New Year – 

check out the website for details 
www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 

The Parish Council is keen to hear 

from anyone who has any ideas on 
how to improve the competition or any 

ideas on other “Best Picture of … “ 

category prizes. 

 
 

2nd Prize – Marlene Randall 

 

 
 

Parish Council Award –  
Colin Harris 

 
 

Best Picture of Heights of Abraham – 
Diane Griffiths  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/


Remembrance – Cllr Lorraine Keeble  
 

 
 

 

Remembrance took place this year on Sunday 9th November and featured some 
of the work started as part of the Heritage Lottery supported project ‘The Great 

War – Life in the Bath’.  Contributions included readings of letters from Matlock 

Bath servicemen writing during the conflict and accounts of the action when 
the first serviceman from Matlock Bath lost his life.  These were read by Shelby 

Hirstwood, Ellen Hollands and Annabel MacGregor. The Chair of Governors at 
Holy Trinity Primary School, Tony Jones, read out some of the pupils’ work, 

completed as part of their project ‘Life in the Trenches’.  He introduced the 
work by saying how important it is for the pupils to understand what happened 

during this significant period of history. 

After the names of the fallen were declared, wreaths were laid on behalf of the 
village by Libby Mowle and Lucy Hirstwood, on behalf of the Parish Council by Cllr 

Dave Mowle and on behalf of the County Council by Cllr Irene Ratcliffe.  The 
proceedings were completed with a recitation of a poem, ‘The War Memorial’ and a 

prayer from Rev Grayshon. 
 

The music this year was provided by musicians from The Sir Richard Arkwright 

Masson Mills Band.  The band was reluctant to receive any kind of remuneration for 
playing at our service so it was agreed that the fee would be donated to the Help 

the Heroes charity. 
 

Information boards displayed in the Memorial Shelter as part of ‘The Great War – 
Life in The Bath’ included a Role of Honour with information about all of those 

living in or associated with the village who were in the armed forces during this   

period.  The boards will be removed for Christmas but will then be changed and updated as the project develops.  
Information boards will also be erected near the Memorial detailing its history.  The Parish Council would like to thank 

everyone involved with this year’s Act of Remembrance which was all the more moving and memorable for the many 
contributions, but especially those from the younger generation.  A special thank you must also go to all those involved 

with the Heritage Lottery project for their hard work and dedication in submitting a successful bid which has given us 
all the opportunity to understand more about the War and what it means today whilst uncovering some local stories in 

the process. 
 

If anyone has information, contributions they would like to add or is just interested in being involved in the project, 

please email ww1@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk or go to the website www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 

We also welcome feedback, comments or suggestions from villagers about events organised by the Parish Council.  
Please let us know your thoughts about Remembrance by emailing clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 

A View From the Bath Chair – Cllr Peter Baranek 

 

 

 

It is the time of year when the Councillors focus their attention on the budget for 2015/6. As 
some of you know, as a civil parish our funding comes directly only from those who reside in 

the parish but not from businesses or rental properties.  Currently we only have a very small 
grant from Central Government (about 4% of our precept) so therefore we are not subject to 

the stringent cuts affecting both District and County Councils.  The association that represents 

many of these councils has this weekend called for freeze on these cuts.  We need to be aware   

of their financial position for any cuts will affect services to our village.  The Parish Council will continue to fight to get 

the best services for the village from both the County and District Councils.  We are proactive in consultations and fight 
any reduction in service in a positive way as possible.  For our own part, we are always reviewing our spending to 

ensure value for money while, whenever possible, procuring local goods and services.  Without taking over services 

which are the responsibility of the other councils, we work with them and when possible compliment them to provide 
an improved level.  Our current year’s precept is £25,000, around the average annual household income.  Full details 

of how this money was budgeted for this year is on our website and, of course, there will be a financial analysis in the 
annual report in May – published in the summer newsletter.  As with everything we do, we welcome comments and 

input from residents and it is always pleasant to receive positive as well as critical comments.  If we are doing 
something right, please tell us.  On behalf of the Parish Council may I take this opportunity to wish all readers a Happy 

Christmas and a wonderful 2015 and to thank all the Councillors, other committee members and the Clerk for all their 

hard work on behalf of the village this year.  I would also like to extend our thanks and Christmas wishes to all of our 
volunteers who support the Parish Council - from planting and maintaining the florals, delivering Newsletters, working 

in the Nature Reserve, litter picking and to those who undertake other odd jobs and maintenance around the village. 
 

mailto:ww1@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk


Christmas Church Services  
 

 
 

(Photograph by Dan Sellers, 
Best picture of Holy Trinity 

Church in the 2014 
Photography Competition) 

 

 

This year’s Christmas services at Holy Trinity Church, Matlock Bath are as follows: 
 

 

Sunday 21st December 10.45am     Morning Worship with Childrens' Carol Service 

  
 6.00pm       Candelight Carol Service    
 

Thursday 25th December 10.00 am     Holy Communion 

Christmas Day    

  
Sunday 28th December 10.45am   Morning Worship  

 
                                       Everyone welcome! 

 

Community Centre 

 

It is with great regret that we have to inform you that the Parish Council no longer has management of the Community 

Centre at the rear of the Pavilion. The Parish Council took over the lease to the facility back in 2006 as the previous 
leasees - The Ratepayers Association - had become defunct and therefore the lease from Derbyshire Dales needed 

taking up to allow continued community use.  
 

Over recent years, the Parish Council has improved the facility beyond recognition while ensuring that the running costs 

were covered by the income from its use.   
 

After lease negotiations with the new owners of the building and considering all the budget figures carefully, the Parish 
Council felt that it could not increase the rent to users to cover the additional lease cost nor could it fund it from the 

precept. 
 

The Parish Council is very disappointed not to be renewing the lease but we wish the Community Centre every success 
in the future and hope it will continue to contribute to village life. 

    

Pro Loco Art Competition 2014 

 

 
 

Lynda Turner – 1st Prize 
 

 

The Matlock Bath Pro Loco Art competition this year saw the largest entry ever in the adult 
section.  This competition, now in its 35th year, saw the entries increase as well as the 

quality of work submitted.  This year’s finalists saw not only drawing and painting but 
mixed media including a mosaic, a 3D model and ‘a turn’ inspired by the bobbin room at 

the Sir Richard Arkwright Masson Mills Museum.  Voting proved very difficult for members 

of the public with voting very close and every entry receiving support. 
 

In the adult category, 1st prize was awarded to Lynda Turner for her picture of Masson 
Mills, 2nd Prize went to Hazel Wilderspin and 3rd Prize was awarded to Sarah Parkin.   

Best Villager was won by Jonathan Shepherd.  Prizes in the Young Artists (Secondary) Section – 1st Prize – Betty Hoon, 
2nd Prize – Ellen Hollands, 3rd Prize – Albert Everett.  Prizes in Junior Artist (Infants) went to 1st Prize – Joshua Hall, 2nd 

Prize – Peter McCrea, 3rd Prize – Teddy Edwards.  Junior Artist (Juniors) went to 1st Prize – India Davies, 2nd Prize – 

Alessandra Edwards, 3rd Prize – Max Kirk. 
 

 
 

Jonathan Shepherd – 
Best Villager 

 

A full list of prize winners can be found on the Parish 
Council website.  Our thanks must go to our main 

sponsors – Sir Richard Arkwright Masson Mills and to Mr 
Robert Aram who has supported this competition over 

many years.   
 

If you have any suggestions on how to improve the 

competition, please contact the Clerk.  
 

Details concerning the 2015 competition will be on our 
website in the New Year! 

www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

 

 
 

Albert Everett – 3rd Prize 

http://www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk/


District Council Report – Cllr Garry Purdy 

 

After 12 months under the new Clean Team contract to keep 
Derbyshire Dales streets, parks and roads clean, a Workshop 

was held at Matlock Town Hall on the evening of Thursday 

27th November 2014 to discuss a number of complaints that 
have arisen over the last year and to determine the way 

forward.  The Workshop involved both Officers and District 
Councillors, the latter having to demonstrate their viewpoint 

on the wider policy perspectives in the Dales, but at the 
same time raising ‘hot-spot’ issues within their own Ward 

area.  I made my points relative to Masson Ward based both 

on the complaints I have received from members of the 
Public over the past twelve months and also my own 

observations.  It is too early for me to state definitively what 
the outcome of the Workshop will be because a report has to 

go to Council on the Workshop findings and deliberations in 

order for us to take the next step forward.  I hope you will 
be reassured though that I made a forcible representation 

that we have not performed as well as we could have in 
some areas and that I look to see an improvement. This may 

not be witnessed until next growing season though. 
 

I have to point out that this major piece of work is set 

against the background of the most stringent budget cuts 
over the past few years set by HM Government, and 

independent reports in the Country reveal that whilst Local 
Authorities dealt well with the budget cuts in the first few 

years, cracks are beginning to appear now in service 
delivery.  This is worrying because DDDC and indeed all 

other Authorities face further budget cuts and foreseeable 

for the next five years. 

 

 
It is important therefore that the public take note of this fact, and the fact that Parish Councils, local Companies, Sports 

Bodies, Volunteers and the like have to step forward and play their part in helping the District Council to manage the 
daily task of street/park cleaning in an area that predominately relies upon tourism. 
 

I envisage us going back in time to the days of the Linksman (Barrow Man). This was an operative employed by the 

local Parish Council to do all of the street cleaning/hedge cutting etc in the area, but who have mainly disappeared over 

time with more mechanical sweepers coming in to operation.  There was in fact a call by one of the Councillors at the 
Workshop for the District Council to return to this method! 
 

I will always fight to keep your streets clean and your green areas dealt with effectively and will always respond to your 

complaints.  However, with diminishing returns and less staff this is becoming more difficult for the District Council.  I 
am hopeful that the Workshop will bear fruit and a smarter way of working, with perhaps a reappraisal as to how the 

‘hot-spots’ can be dealt with. 
 

With Very Best Wishes for Christmas and the New Year. 
 

Illuminations 

 

 

 

Thanks to those who have contacted us about the revised arrangements for access only 

roads during fireworks nights.  For those who have not responded, there is still time to send 

in your thoughts – positive as well as problems.  The Parish Council will be attending a liaison 
meeting in the New Year with the organisers of the illuminations to feedback comments 

received from residents.  It will help the organisers to plan for the future.  We need your 
thoughts to add to our input so that we can be proactive and contribute positively.  Send 

your comments to the Clerk – clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 

 

 As a corporate body, the Parish Council can only be aware of all issues if residents act as our eyes and ears and 
contact us.  If you identify a problem, let the relevant authority know – let us know as well – and if this still 

remains a problem contact the Clerk and will do our best to get action! 

 

   

 

mailto:clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Illuminations Village Evening 

 

 
 

“Last One Home” 
 

 
 

“Chitty, Chitty, Bang, Bang” 
 

 

This year’s event saw villagers and visitors coming together to see the illuminated 
boats without the crowds.  Weather conditions were great and the boats took to the 

River Derwent so everyone could vote for their favourite boat. 
 

 

The winners were: 
 

1st - The Motley Bunch - ‘Last One Home’   
2nd – Isabel Flavel - Alice  

3rd – David Harrison – Chitty, Chitty, Bang, Bang  
 

All of the boats this year were worthy winners. 
 

 
 

“Alice” 
Over 180 of the residents and traders who attended the village evening together with 

the children from Holy Trinity School, cast their votes after seeing the boats parade on 
the river.  
 

Afterwards Mel & Chris from The Temple Hotel very kindly hosted a tasty barbecue 

again. 

Thank you to the “Hall Family” who generously offered a free ride for the children of Matlock Bath on the fair.   
 

Prizes supplied by the Parish Council were awarded to the winners by Cllrs Michael Wilderspin and Peter Baranek. 
 

The illuminated boats are the centrepiece of the illuminations - a unique tradition which must be protected. The 
boatbuilders must be highly praised for the creativity and hard work in preparing the boats as well as the resilience in 

rowing them every Saturday and Sunday throughout the season.  The Parish Council is proud to support them in any 

small way it can and the awards we give are a small token of our appreciation for all their efforts in keeping the tradition 
alive.   
 

Adoption of Matlock Bath Station 
 

The Parish Council is pleased to announce that once again 
Matlock Bath Station has been awarded Runner Up in the 

Best Small Station category at the East Midlands Trains Best 
Station Awards in September.  Matlock won this category.  

Having achieved runner up last year in Most Improved 

Station these awards recognise the work achieved by station 
volunteers and the school installed artwork. 
 

The Best Small Station award looks at the overall station 

facilities and improvements rather than specific categories 
such as station gardens.  The adoptees and the Parish 

Council are very proud to have won Runner Up this year.  

We will now be working hard to try and achieve that first 
place! 
 

Plans are in hand to utilise the wildlife artwork on the station 

fencing.  Recent work carried out by the adoptees has been 
the planting up of the winter bedding.  Following a very 

successful summer bloom, the adoptees, in partnership with 
DCC, will continue to have all-year plants and blooms on 

Matlock Bath Station.  If you have any ideas on what you 

would like to see done at the station, please let us know. 
 

If you have anything to say about the rail services in the 
East Midlands Passengerfocus are carrying out an online 

survey.  The survey is part of work being done towards the 
Direct Award contract starting in October 2015.  The survey 

will take about 10-15 minutes to complete, the deadline is 

Sunday 14th December. 
  

 



Christmas & New Year Waste & Recycling 

 

 

 

If your usual collection day is on a Friday, collections at Christmas 
and the New Year will be one day later than usual, on Saturday. 
 

However, the situation is slightly more complicated for Monday-

Thursday rounds where collections are earlier than usual at 

Christmas.  For Matlock Bath, if your collection is on a Tuesday then 
the collection is brought forward to Monday 22nd December. 
 

Collections on Monday 29th-Wednesday 31st December are 

unaffected. 
 

If you have any queries regarding waste management issues, please 
contact the Waste Helpline on 01629 761122, e-mail 

waste@derbyshiredales.gov.uk or visit 
www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/waste  
 

Holy Trinity School – Julie Dunbar 
 

We would like to thank everyone who donated or purchased books at 

our recent Book Sale.  We raised lots of money for school funds. 
 

Holy Trinity School’s Christmas Performance ‘Children of the World’ 
will be held on Tuesday 16th December at 6.30 pm.  It will be 

held at Holy Trinity Church.  Tickets are £1.00 available from Holy 
Trinity School. 
 

 Wapping Nature Reserve 
  
We are looking for more volunteers to work alongside our current team in the Nature Reserve.  The work is weather 

dependent but there is always plenty to do.  Volunteers can do as much, or as little work , as they like even if it is just 

an hour.  If you would be interested in helping in the Reserve please contact the Clerk for further details – 
clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk   
 

Details for the Parish Council  
 

If you need to contact the Parish Council, the first point of contact is the Clerk.  You can contact the Clerk at 
clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  telephone 07914 420545, or via the website – 

www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk  
 

Cllr Peter Baranek (Chairman)  01629 56831  Cllr Lorraine Keeble   01629 760826 

Cllr Trevor Bowmer   0773 6503438 Cllr Dave Mowle    01629 584387 
Cllr Nick Grayshon   01629 583924  Cllr Jennifer Nettleship   01629 312293 

Cllr Neal Hunt    01629 312293 Cllr Michael Wilderspin (Vice Chairman) 01629 583190 
  

The Parish Council meets every two months.  The next meetings will be held onWednesday 28th January, Wednesday 

25th March and Wednesday 20th May 2015.  All residents are welcome to attend the meeting either to raise an issue or 
just to come along and meet your Parish Councillors and listen to what is being discussed.  All meetings start at 7.00 

pm.  Venues for meeting will be confirmed nearer the time.  
 

 

 

Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year! 

 
 

 
A View from the Bath’ is published by Matlock Bath Parish Council, Coppice End, Woodland Terrace, Derby Road, 

Matlock Bath 
Website: www.matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk    E-Mail: clerk@matlockbathparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Telephone: 07914 420545 
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